Pragmaticizing understanding: studies for Jef Verschueren by Meeuwis, Michael & Östman, Jan-Ola
	
Pragmaticizing Understanding
THESE ARE UNCORRECTED PROOFS___ NOT TO BE QUOTED!!!!!
THESE ARE UNCORRECTED PROOFS___ NOT TO BE QUOTED!!!!!
	
Pragmaticizing Understanding
Studies for Jef Verschueren
Edited by
Michael Meeuwis
Ghent University
Jan-Ola Östman
University of Helsinki
John Benjamins Publishing Company
Amsterdam / Philadelphia
THESE ARE UNCORRECTED PROOFS___ NOT TO BE QUOTED!!!!!
	
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Pragmaticizing understanding: studies for Jef Verschueren / edited by Michael Meeuwis, 
Jan-Ola Östman.
p.   cm. 
Includes bibliographical references and index.
1.  Pragmatics. 2.  Semantics. 3.  Discourse analysis.  I. Verschueren, Jef.  II. Meeuwis, Michael.  
III. Östman, Jan-Ola.
P99.4.P72P7354 2012
401’.45--dc23                                                                       2011052401
isbn 978 90 272 1191 0  (Hb ; alk. paper)
isbn 978 90 272 1192 7  (Pb ; alk. paper)
isbn 978 90 272 7483 0  (Eb)
© 2012 – John Benjamins B.V.
No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, by print, photoprint, microfilm, or any 
other means, without written permission from the publisher.
John Benjamins Publishing Co. · P.O. Box 36224 · 1020 me Amsterdam · The Netherlands
John Benjamins North America · P.O. Box 27519 · Philadelphia pa 19118-0519 · usa
8 TM The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of the American National Standard for Information Sciences – Permanence  
of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ansi z39.48-1984.
Table of contents
On how to pragmaticize understanding 1
Michael Meeuwis and Jan-Ola Östman
Does the autonomy of linguistics rest on the autonomy of syntax? 
An alternative framing of our object of study 15
Michael Silverstein
Classifying illocutionary acts, or, a tale of Theory and Praxis 39
Marina Sbisà
Spatial indexicalities and spatial pragmatics 53
Peter Auer
Pragmatics as a facilitator for child syntax development 77
Susan Ervin-Tripp
Pragmatics, linguistic competence, and Conversation Analysis 101
Charles Antaki
Pragmatics and dialogue phenomena: Are they essentially connected? 113
Yorick Wilks
Roots of the wakimae aspect of linguistic politeness:
Modal expressions and Japanese sense of self 121
Sachiko Ide
“Laura! Laura! Wake up”: The politics and pragmatics  
of intertextuality and appropriation 139
Robin Lakoff
Knowledge, discourse and domination 151
Teun A. van Dijk
The public face of language: Why spelling matters 197
Jenny Cook-Gumperz and John J. Gumperz
THESE ARE UNCORRECTED PROOFS___ NOT TO BE QUOTED!!!!!
	
vi Pragmaticizing Understanding 
The compleat angle on pragmatics: A personal note 213
Jacob L. Mey
Tabula Gratulatoria. with a message from Sandy Thompson 219
Index 229
On how to pragmaticize understanding
Michael Meeuwis and Jan-Ola Östman
Ghent University / University of Helsinki
1. An understanding of pragmatics
Understanding is at the core of all scholarly research in the humanities and in 
the behavioural and social sciences. We may try to work in the direction of find-
ing rationally explainable ‘truths’ in the way a natural scientist needs to go about 
investigating his or her objects of study, but for most of us in the ‘soft’ sciences, 
the very attempt at dissociating the object of study from the studying subject is 
sooner or later doomed to failure. And that is precisely what is so challenging 
and what fills our daily work with surprises – and, yes, with deeper and deeper 
understanding(s).
Understanding the history of the discipline of pragmatics is not an exception. 
The question of whether pragmatics constituted a subfield within linguistics was 
for long a central and important one, and we probably never received a true-or-
false answer to it. But it is the pre-understanding of pertinent questions asked in 
the second half of the twentieth century that paved the way and built the ground 
on which the field of pragmatics stands today. The early impetus for getting into 
the functions of language and language use came from outside linguistics: in 
the late 1960s, linguists like Haj Ross ‘by chance’ happened upon what scholars 
in sociology, anthropology, philosophy, and psychology were doing with lan-
guage, and made this known to mainstream linguists. Sure, there had been an 
interest in language function before the generative semanticists ‘rediscovered’ its 
relevance – just think of Boas, Malinowski, and Sapir – but it was the generative 
semanticists and the children of ordinary language philosophy who started the 
avalanche of systematic research in the field in the 1960s. At the time, language 
use and function were already an integral part of research in other disciplines – it 
was only the linguists, many of whom were more concerned with form than with 
function, who were late. 
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